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We’ve been talking a lot about hesed love over the last month in our study 

of the book of Ruth. I’d like to share with you a current example of hesed 

love that my wife came across in the Rochester paper last Monday. [article] 

 

Hesed-like love is a beautiful thing and as we are going to discover today, 

when common people act unselfishly toward each other according to 

God’s standards of hesed, their lives become a platform for God to produce 

extraordinary results, even beyond their lifetime. 

 

We left off in chapter 3 with Ruth and Naomi waiting. Waiting to see what 

Boaz would do and how God would work to remedy their situation. While 

Boaz and Ruth want to get married, the problem is that there is a closer 

relative who had first rights to redeem Naomi’s land and therefore to marry 

Ruth as well. What we are talking about here is an OT custom of Levirate 

marriage and the role of the kinsman redeemer. Lev 25 made provision for a 

kinsman (or close relative ) to redeem or rescue a destitute family member 

from losing the inheritance of their land. It was a way of preventing 

unending servitude just as God had done for Israel in redeeming them from 

Egypt. Or in the case of marriage, Deut 25 encouraged the brother of a 

deceased husband to marry his brother’s widow as a merciful provision for 

her security and to provide children to preserve the name and lineage of the 

deceased. The kinsman redeemer was the closest adult male blood relative. 

He was not obligated or bound by law to marry his brother’s widow, but it 

was considered shameful for him to not redeem her.
1
 On the other hand, 
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redemption was an act of considerable sacrifice to take on the responsibility 

to care for one’s dead brother’s family. This leads me to believe that the 

only true motivation behind levirate marriage is hesed love—meeting a 

deep need out of God-like love.  

 

Chapter 3 ended with Ruth making it perfectly clear to Boaz that she was 

available to him for marriage and Boaz promised that he would do 

everything in his power to redeem Naomi and marry Ruth. But there’s just 

this one problem: Mr. So-and-So (which is the literal Hebrew translation in 

vs. 1) is a closer Kinsman and has first rights to Naomi’s property. But Boaz 

has a plan… 

 

By God’s Providence (vs. 1) 

 

The next morning Boaz heads straight for the city gate, which was the place 

where all official and legal business was conducted under the oversight of 

the city elders—the courthouse, per say. Now notice vs. 1: “and behold, the 

close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by…” Here we have that 

little word, “behold,” that points to big significance. It carries the sense of 

“just then” or “to his surprise.” This simple word is another indicator along 

the way that God is providentially working out the details of life’s 

complexity. Boaz seizes the moment to begin negotiations with So-and-So.  

 

Negotiating Power: Love vs. Self-interest (vs. 2-10) 

 

[Vs. 2-9?] Being a wise negotiator, Boaz is careful to not lay all of his cards 

out on the table at once. He simply reminds that man that he has first rights 

to redeem Naomi’s property. This is an attractive proposition because 

Naomi has no heirs. Therefore, by redeeming the land, So-and-So would 

have rights to farm the land while Naomi is alive and would then gain 

permanent ownership of the land after she dies. Caring for an old woman 

for a few years was a small price for what he would gain.
2
  

                                                                                                                                         
 
2
 Paul Miller. A Loving Life, pg. 142.  



 

But then Boaz pull his “trump card.” He reminds So-and-So that Ruth comes 

with Naomi. This means that if he redeems Naomi’s land, he also has to 

marry Ruth, care for her for the rest of her life, and provide children for her. 

When her children are of age, they will inherit Naomi’s land instead of Mr. 

So-and-So.
3
 Now the proposition sounds a lot more like obligation and a lot 

less like profit. So Mr. So-and-So changes his mind to guard his self-

interests.  

 

I simply want you to notice the contrast between Boaz and his relative. So-

and-So is negotiating on the principle of self-interest and the profit he 

stands to gain or lose—what can I get out of it? Boaz is negotiating on the 

principle of love (hesed) and the wife he stands to gain or lose—what can I 

do to remedy this? Out of hesed love for Ruth, Boaz is willing to gladly take 

on responsibility for her care and the possibility of future children.  

 

Boaz, a Man of the Word (vs. 2-10) 

 

Let’s also take note of one other obvious feature of Boaz. He knows the law 

of God and is willing to follow the spirit of it, which is love and compassion. 

This is especially striking during the time of Judges when most men were 

more interested in doing what was right in their own eyes than knowing and 

following God’s law. Remember from Judges that both Jephthah (Judges 11) 

and the Israelites in Judges 21 suffered great loses and people died because 

they didn’t know the provision that God had made in the law for their 

foolish and sinful ways. But not Boaz. He knows God’s word and therefore 

knows what to do to rescue Ruth and Naomi in God’s way. The wisdom of 

knowing what to do in this situation is directly tied to Boaz’s understanding 

of God’s law and being willing to fulfill it in spirit and in truth.  

 

appl 

 

A 3-fold Blessing (vs. 11-12) 

                                                           
3
 Ibid.  

 

Upon acquiring redemption of Naomi’s land and a securing a marriage 

license for Ruth, the people offer Boaz a 3-fold blessing to Boaz. The first 

part of the blessing focuses on Ruth: “may the Lord make the woman who is 

coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house 

of Israel (11).” What’s significant here is that not only were Rachel and Leah 

matriarchs of Israel, Genesis 29 and 30 explicitly tell us that God opened 

both Rachel and Leah’s wombs. They are praying that God would open 

Ruth’s barren womb with a child that would build the house of Israel. This 

prayer was answered in the birth of Obed who was a key to the royal 

lineage of David.  

 

The second of the blessings focuses on Boaz: “May you achieve wealth in 

Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem (11).” The essence here is that 

God would make a name for Boaz, a man whose renown is still be honored 

this very day through the Scriptures.  

 

The third part of the blessing focuses on their son: “May your house be like 

the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring which 

the Lord will give you by this young woman (12).” Tamar, like Ruth, was also 

a non-Israelite whose son was a link in the royal lineage leading to David.  

 

Divine Intervention for Ruth (vs. 13) 

 

All of these blessings were dependent upon what God would do in [vs. 13]. 

Not only did God providentially provide Ruth with a husband of noble, 

hesed character, He also opened her womb and blessed her with a child. 

God’s providence here is unmistakable and His hesed toward Ruth is 

glorious.  

 

Last week I had a lot to say about preparing for marriage from chapter 3, 

and now in chapter 4 Ruth is married, has a child, and all seems well. Yet I 

realize that may be of little comfort for those who deeply desire marriage 

and are still waiting for God to bring someone into their life. So let me share 

3 specific encouragements to those who are single and waiting for marriage: 



 

1. Treasure, safeguard, and cherish your purity like Ruth and Boaz did, 

until God either provides a spouse or until the end of your life. Don’t 

give in to our culture’s lie that you can’t be a fulfilled as a person 

without sexual experiences. Jesus never married. He remained 

chased to the end of His life and was the most fulfilled person to 

ever walk on this earth.  

2. Don’t make marriage your ultimate goal. Make Christlikeness and 

intimacy with God your ultimate goal—to love, serve, and be 

sanctified like Jesus. If you are looking to marriage for ultimate 

fulfillment, then you won’t be fulfilled in Jesus either (because He 

will be 2
nd

 in your affections). You can only have one ultimate 

treasure and making Christ your truest treasure is the best way to 

prepare for future marriage.  

3. Begin to practice and develop the character of hesed love in 

appropriate relationships God has provided in this season of life. 

Pour your life into other people for the sake of Christ—other 

women (or other men), elderly, youth, children, and family. Become 

the kind of person in relationships now that can naturally transition 

into selfless love in marriage.  

 

A Double Blessing
4
 

 

In vs. 14, the women of the city turn to give their blessing to Naomi in the 

birth of her grandson.  Verses 14-15 really get to the heart of what this book 

is about. [4:14-15] The women appropriately give praise to the Lord for 

providing a redeemer, but they are speaking not of Boaz here, but  of the 

child. Their prayer is that this child will be great and that Naomi, who left 

Bethlehem full but came back empty without husband or children, will once 

again be full. They’re confidence in this grandson to endure Naomi’s welfare 

is based on the fact that he is Ruth’s son,  Ruth who loved Naomi with a 

hesed love. No greater compliment could be given to Ruth from a Hebrew 
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perspective than to say that she is worth more than 7 sons. If she loves 

Naomi with more hesed than seven sons, how will Obed not do the same. In 

fact, Obed may be one of the most blessed children in the OT. He has a 

mother of hesed. He has a father of hesed. And he has a grandmother of 

hesed because he has a God of hesed.  

 

Fullness Restored to Naomi 

 

Isn’t it interesting how the story of Ruth comes full circle back to Naomi in 

the end. At the end of chapter 1 all Naomi could see was her bitter 

circumstances and she began to believe that God was against her in her 

affliction. Yet now her hope and joy is fully restored. What a great place to 

be reminded that God never ultimately leaves His children in chapter 1. He 

never abandons us in our grief and suffering. For the believer suffering is 

never the last word. We always have hope that we will once again taste and 

see God’s lovingkindness, if not in this life, then in heaven forever.  

 

As John Piper beautifully said it,  

“At one level, the message of the book of Ruth is that the life of the 

godly is not a straight line to glory, but they do get there. The life of 

the godly is not an Interstate through Nebraska but a state road 

through the Blue Ridge Mountains of Tennessee. There are 

rockslides and precipices and dark mists and bears and slippery 

curves and hairpin turns that make you go backward in order to go 

forward. But all along this hazardous, twisted road that doesn’t let 

you see very far ahead, there are frequent signs that say, ‘The best is 

yet to come.’”
5
 

“Life is not a straight line leading from one blessing to the next and 

then finally to heaven. Life is a winding and troubled road. 

Switchback after switchback. And the point of biblical stories like 

Joseph and Job and Esther and Ruth is to help us feel in our bones 

(not just know in our heads) that God is for us in all these strange 

turns. God is not just showing up after the trouble and cleaning it up. 
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He is plotting the course and managing the troubles with far-

reaching purposes for our good and for the glory of Jesus Christ.”
6
 

The Bigger Picture 

 

When Naomi was wandering through her suffering and grief, she couldn’t 

yet see what God would do to restore her earthly life through Ruth, Boaz, 

and Obed—all she could see was darkness. But God was working out the 

bigger picture of her life in ways that she could not possibly see in the 

moment. God is always at work in a thousand ways that we cannot see, 

even in the worst of times.  

 

The Bigger-Yet Picture (vs. 16-22) 

 

Yet there is something even greater that God was doing that Naomi would 

never see in her lifetime. And that’s where the book of Ruth ends. Pointing 

to the future generations. [vs. 16-22] Naomi’s suffering was not without 

purpose. God was paving the way through her loss and through His hesed to 

the Bethlehem manger. And this is precisely where we find our Christmas 

connection. Just two generations after the birth of Obed in Bethlehem, 

another child would be born in Bethlehem, King David through whom God 

promised the Messiah would come. A thousand years after Obed was born 

in Bethlehem yet another King would be born in Bethlehem, the King of 

kings, Christ the Lord who would demonstrate the most supreme hesed of 

God toward men by saving His people from their sins. This is what we 

celebrate at Christmas. The Son of God took on flesh and blood—to become 

like us—to become our brother so that He might redeem us out of our 

destitute state of sin. He came to show us  true hesed so that He might 

lavish upon us all of the Father’s goodness as we trust in Him. This eternal, 

redeeming love is so sweet and strong, that we would be wise to forsake 

anything that would keep us from it—even father, mother, houses or lands 

to come under the refuge of God’s Almighty wings. Jesus is our Kinsman-

Redeemer. The Lord has not left us without a Redeemer. He Himself 

                                                           
6
 John Piper, A Sweet and Bitter Providence, pg. 101-102.  

 

became our Redeemer! Will you avail yourself of His redemption? Will you 

come under His wings as His bride?  

 

As we celebrate the Babe born in Bethlehem, remember that over a 

thousand years before God was already at work so that we, thousands of 

years later, could partake of His grace. And today we have the opportunity 

to show hesed toward those around us, trusting God to be providentially 

working to bring others to glory even beyond our lifetime.   

 

This is one of the lessons we learn in the book of Ruth: When common 

people act unselfishly toward each other according to God’s standards of 

hesed, their lives become a platform for God to produce extraordinary 

results, even beyond their lifetime. God was using Ruth’s hesed, Boaz’s 

hesd, and even Naomi’s hesed to accomplish purposes far beyond their 

lifetime.  

 

Let me give you a more modern example of how God weaves our 

faithfulness into His bigger plan of redemption.  

 

Many years ago a man by the name of Edward Kimball took on the 

challenge of teaching Sunday school to a group of boys. Out of concern for 

these young men’s souls, Edward decided that he would personally connect 

with each of the boys outside of Sunday school to be urge them to trust in 

the gospel. One of the boys who didn’t seem to grasp the gospel worked at 

a shoe store so Edward went to visit him, and after walking him through the 

gospel in the stock room that Saturday, the young man who we know as D.L. 

Moody received Christ.  D.L. Moody went on to become a renowned 

evangelist and Bible teacher. Under the ministry of D.L. Moody a man by the 

name of Wilbur Chapman turned to Christ and also later became an 

evangelist who preached to thousands of people in his life time. One day, 

professional baseball player, by the name of Billy Sunday attended one of 

Chapman’s evangelistic meetings and was converted. Sunday eventually 

quit baseball and joined Chapman’s evangelistic team. Later when Chapman 

became the pastor of a large church, Sunday began to conduct his own 

evangelistic crusades which God used in the conversion of a man by the 



name of Mordecai Ham. Ham was a scholarly gifted preacher who wasn’t 

above renting a hearse and parading it through town to advertise his 

evangelistic meetings. One day in Charlotte, North Carolina, a high school 

boy attended Ham’s meetings because he had heard that some trouble-

makers were going to disrupt the meeting and he wanted to see what 

would happen. To this young man’s surprise, this young man’s heart was 

stirred and He not only surrendered his life to Christ but became the most 

influencial evangelist of all time, Rev. Billy Graham, father of evangelist 

Franklin Graham.  

 

As Edward Kimball hesitated outside the door of the shoe store that day, he 

could never have known that one courageous, faithful act of sharing the 

good news of God’s love would be the first link in a chain that God would 

providentially use to bring the gospel to billions of people for seven 

generations. So let’s take our suffering and our opportunities, and trust God 

to providentially work out His purpose beyond what we can see, by simply 

being a people of faithful, hesed love.   

 

What we’ve learned from the book of Ruth: 

� God’s providence is working in all things. Sometimes it is seen as 

direct, divine intervention, and sometimes it is subtly working 

behind the scenes of life.  

� Tragedy, suffering and grief can temporarily blind us to the 

goodness of God.  

� God is always at work, even in the worst of times.  

� When God’s mysterious providence weaves misery into the tapestry 

of our lives, there is always a bigger picture of what God is doing 

than what we can presently see through the dense fog of our 

suffering. Therefore, we can courageously walk by faith, affirming 

that God is good and that He is in control, despite the discomfort of 

our circumstances.  

� For the believer, suffering is never the last word. God never leaves 

us there ultimately. Even if suffering ends in death, death is not the 

final word for the believer. The final word for every believer is to be 

overwhelmed with the extravagant lovingkindness (hesed) of the 

Lord (cf. Ephesians 2:7).  

� Because of God’s hesed love,
7
 He does not abandon His covenant 

people in their distress and He extends His hesed to anyone who 

will come under His wings of refuge by abandoning false gods for 

faith in the true God.  

� Under God’s hesed love, we can also extend hesed to others. God 

providentially uses men and women of worthy character to release 

His extravagant, hesed love toward those in need through radical 

acts of risk-taking love. 

� We’ve pondered how… 

o Love is not just impulsive; it is strategic (Love thinks. Love 

acts toward what we pray for). 

o Love is an expression of righteous, risk-taking faith. 

o Love is the fruit of noble, tender-hearted character. 

o Love protects the purity of its beloved. 

o Love takes the high road of honor—no short cuts! 

o Love holds the interests of its beloved higher than its own 

(Christ-centeredness makes us other-oriented). 

o Love waits on the hand of God.  

� When common people act unselfishly toward each other according 

to God’s standards of hesed, their lives become a platform for God 

to produce extraordinary results, even beyond their lifetime.  

� Jesus is our Kinsman-Redeemer. The Lord has not left us without a 

Redeemer (cf. Hebrews 2:14-18). 
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